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Figure 6. C-axis fabrIc profile for the Ross Ice Shelf at Little America V, Antarctica. All fabrics
were obtained from horizontally sectioned cores~ Contours at 10, 5,4, 3,2 and 1% per 1% area
of the project/on.
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Figure 7. Correlation of/ce fabrics and p-w(ive velocity profile from the drill hole at Byrd Stat/on. Velocity pro-
file wes adapted from Bentley (7972). Peak velocity correlates with vertical c-axis fabric.

of the flne-graiued ice was replaced by a multiple- Correlation of seismic and crystal anisotropy
maximum fabric in the coarse-grained ice. This re- During 1969-70 Bentley (1972) conducted measure-
versal is exemplified in the fabric of coarse-grained ments of ultrasonic p-wave velocity in the Byrd Station
ice from 1689 m. drill hole. Although measurements could be conducted

6. Below 1810 m the cores are composed entirely only to a depth of 1S40 m, because of a blockage in
of coarse-gained ice in which the fabrics, without the hole just below this level (Hansen and Garfield
exception, are of the multiple-maximum type. Al- 1970), the velocity profile clearly confirmed the cx-
though some variation in the distribution of maxima istence of a strong vertical c-axis orientation that had
is observed, none of the individual maxima deviate been anticipated on the basis of preliminary fabnc
by more than 450 from the center of fabric symmetry, studies first reported by Gow et al. (1968). Apart

The fabric at 1833 m and 1877 m is quite similar from the sharp initial increase in p-wave velocity in
to that measured at 1689 m, but in deeper ice a new the top 200 m, which can be attributed largely to in-
pattern begins to emerge in which the individual maxi- creasing ice density, virtually all subsequent velocity
ma tend to form a ring around the vertical, This ring- increase is consistent with the pattern of crystal fabric
like arrangement of maxima is a distinctive fabric, changes and transitions reported here. This correlation
since very few c-axes occur inside or outside the ring. (Fig. 7) is especially significant with respect ta the
The pattern is quite different from the 2- and 3- abrupt increase in p-wave velocity between 1200 and
maximum fabrics associated with the broad central 1300 m. This increase, which actually exceeds the total
clustering of c-axes in ice from between 600 and 1200 velocity increase observed in the preceding 1000 m
m. (200 to 1200 m), agrees almost perfectly with the

The textures and ring-maximum fabrics of the bot- onset and attainment of a tight clustering of c-axes
torn cores from Byrd Station are similar to those ob- about the vertical. The subsequent leveling off of
served by Gow (1 970b) in deeper parts of the Ross Ice the velocity to a near-constant value below 1300 m
Shelf at Little America V, Antarctica (Fig. 6). In both can be correlated equally well with the establishment
cases ring-maximum fabrics a-c best developed in ice of a very tight single-maximum fabric.
dose to the melting point. The same ice also contains Velocities computed from the observed fabrics• the largest crystals, which might suggest that tempera- (Bentley 1972 ) agree fairly well with those logged
ture isa dominant factor in recrystallization of bottom downhole. A few discrepancies were noted, however,
Ice at Byrd Station. that could be linked to volume orientation effects
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that were not considered in the velocities calculated as old as 100,000 years (Epstein et at. 1970).* Al-
from fabr ics. This possible dependence of the fabric though no precise measurements of shear or its var-
on crysta l size , as observed in thin sections , has been iation with depth at Byrd Station are available, the
evaluated at several representa tiv e levels in the ice location of Byrd Station on the thick inlan d ice of
sheet at Byrd Station (Fi g. 8). In each of the fabrics Antarctica probably means that the longitudinal
teste d, all crystals larger than 2 times the mean crystal strains are small; accord ing to Budd (1972), hori-
cross section were plotted separately. These larger zontal shear could be expec ted to become dominant
crysta ls generally constituted no more than 10% of at depth.
the total number of crystals measured, but they could
constitute as much as 40% of the total area of crystals. Recrystallization in the top 1200 m
Except for a possible dependence of orientation on Recrystallization throughout the top 400 m at
crysta l size at 300 m, it would appear that the c-axis Byrd Station involves changes mainly in the shapes
orienta t ions of the larger crystals do not depart and sizes of crystal s , espec ially crystal cross-sectional
significantly from the general pattern of distribution areas, which increase approximately 10-fold between
of c-axe s in any of the fabrics investi gated. This ab- 56 m and 400 m. Since these pronounced changes in
sence ef an obvious relation between crystal size and texture in the top 400 m at Byrd Station are not
fabr ic suggests that the growth of larger crystals is not accompanied by any substantial increase in c-axis
simply due to crystals of some “set” orientation ab- orientation, it would appear that this stage of iso-
sorbing neighboring crystals and imposing their orienta - thermal recrystallization is concerned large ly with
tion on the new st ructure. minimization of surface free energy, which it accom-

plishes by a process of norm al gain (crystal) growth.
The observeri linear increase in crystal size with

DISCUSSION age conforms precisely wi th the time-linear growth
relationship established for isothermal grain growth

The vertical section of cc re at Byrd Station m di- in metals , e.g., Burke and Turnbul l (1952), where the
cates that change s in the texture and/or fabric of the driving force for such growth is now generally att rib-
ice have occurred simultaneously with deformation. uted to the interfacial free energy of the grain bound-
In addition to directed stress or shear , other fac tors aries . The ice textures also simulate those found in
that could be expected to have shaped the course of rocks that have recrystallized under low to moderate
crystallization (and recrystallization) include the over- confinement pressures in the earth’s crust, e.g., quartzites.
burden pressure, temperature of the ice, and time. Only a small increase in crystal size is observed be-

tween 400 and 600 m, suggesting either that normal
Factors affecting recrystallizat ion grain growth is coming to an end or that other factors

Variations in temperature , ice load and age with are beginning to influence the course of recrysta ll iza-
depth in the ice sheet are given in Figure 9. Tempera- tion. A def ini te pattern of preferred orientation of ice
ture in the ice remains essentially constant to 900 m crystals also begins to appear betwee n 400 and 600 rn.
and then increases progressively with depth until it No significant increase in crystal size was obs~’rved
reaches the pressure melting point at the ice rock inter- between 600 and 1200 m. However, the increased
face. Measurements of overburden pressure, calculated tendency for the c-axes of crystals to cluster into one
from density data , show that Ice load increases linearly or more maxima about the vertical clearly demonstrates
w ith depth , attaining a value of 193 bars at the bed. that recrystalliza tion is still occurring, but that most of
This pressure is sufficien t to depress the melting point the energy of recrystalliz ation is being expended in the
of the ice to -1 .7°C. As noted previously, the age of formati on of an oriented crystal stru cture . The nature
the C4 can be estimated only on the basis of assump- of the fabric indicates that horizontal shear is now
tions that Indicate that age should increase exponon. influencing recrystallization to an increasing degree.
tially with depth and that the bottom Ice could be For example, the fabric at 957 m is compatible with a

* Thompson (1973), usIng dote based on dust purtkls estimate and that of Epstein et a!. (1970) simply polnis
counts In the coivs~ suggests that the ke ,wr the bat- up the urgent need far some means of detem,lning ~~-
tom of th. drill hole at Byrd Station may be no older solute ages of deep Ice cores.
then 27,~~~yeav’s. The discrepancy between this
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process of reorientation of crystal glide planes (0001) is at variance with the field observations of Rigsby
into the plane of maximum resolved shear.* (1960). However, the size of bubbles could be a criti-

Additional evidence of increased shear strain in the cal factor; if such bubbles are large in comparison with
ice between 600 and 1200 m at Byrd Station is pro - the crystals , then they could conceivably interfere

- - vided by the widespread occurrence in “strained” with grain growth. At Byrd Station the bulk of the
crystals of ext inction bands parallel to the c-axis. Such recrystallization occurs in ice in which crystals are
bands are herein attributed to “ kinking ” by slip on the generally very much larger than associated bubbles.
basal glide planes of the ice crystals. The disappearance of air bubbles between 800 and

A further effec t of shearing, ampl y verified in labo- 1100 m occurs simultaneously with the growth of
ratory stud ies by Glen (1955) and Rigs by (1960), is a oriented crystal fabrics, and it would be tempting to
reduction in the size of pre-existing crystals. Thus, an link this disappearance of bubbles to shearing in the
essentially constant crystal size between 600 and 1200 ice. There is no compelling evidence such as stretched
m at Byrd Station might well reflect a situation where or elongated bubbles to indicate that this had been the
normal growth, tending to increase the size of crystals, case, however, and a more plausible explanation is that
is offset by the mechanical effects of shear ing, act ing the disapp earance of bubbles is associated with pressure-
to decrease crysta l size , induced diffusion of gas molecules into the ice to form

An abundance of air bubbles in the top 800 m of a gas hydrate or clathrate (Miller 1969, Gow and
ice at Byrd Station seems to have had little if any Williamson 1975). What effect this small quantity of
significant effect on recrystallization, especially crystal cubically-structured gas hydrate might have on the
growth. Such growth is not accompanied by any sig- rheological properties of normal (hexagonal) ice is not
nificant change in the distribution of bubbles, which known.
shows that crystal boundaries are able to migrate right
through the bubbles without disturbing them. This Attainment of single-maximum fabrics
apparent failure ut bubbles to inhibit grain boundary If the apparent lack of crystal growth and associ-
movement during recrystallization is in agreement ated fabric changes between 600 and 1200 m can be
with the experimental findings of Kamb (1972), but correlated with increasing horizontal shear in the ice

sheet, then the abrupt transformation to a single-
* Weertman (1973) believes that nonbasal glide may maximum fabric between 1200 and 1300 m, and the
be the rate-controlling mechanism In the flow of ran- dramatic 2- to 3-fold decrease in crystal size that ac-
domly-orlented, polycrystulline ice. While such a companied it, would indicate that horizontal shear
mechanism may apply In the upper third of the ice has become dominant. For example, in ice at 1302 m
sheet at Byrd Station, it would seem, from the fabric the basal glide planes of all crystals are aligned within
patterns demonstrated here, that basal glide is domi-
nant In deeper Ice.
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Figure 10. Glass shards from volcanic ash bands in ice cores from the Antarctic Ice Sheet at Byrd
• Station. The scale bar measures 50 p.

20° of horizontal. This situation persists to at least this debris. However, most of the cloudy bands con-
1 800 m * tam only dust composed mainly of glass particles and

crystals measuring less than 5 p.
Textures and fabrics of volcanic ash bands A typical example of cloudy-band ice is shown in

Ice in the zone of sharp single-maximum fabrics Figure 11. The average size of crystals in the bands
(1200 to 1 800 m) also contains numerous cloudy is always very much smaller than that in the sur-
bands, ranging in thickness from 1 mm to 6 cm. Some rounding ice. This small size of crystals may be due,
bands contained particles large enoug h to be seen with in par t , to ash particles in the ice inhibiting grain
the unaided eye : this debris was subsequently identi- growth. However , the fragmented appearance of
fied as volcan ic ash (Gow and Williamson 1971) . Glass most crystals , and widespread undula tory ext ~nct iorI ,
sha rJs of the kind ill ust i-ated in Figure 10 frequently indicate that deformation has also contributed to the
constitute 75% or more of the particles in a single ash formation of a fi ne-grained ice texture in cloudy
tal l. Cry~tall inc and lithic particles are also observed , bands.
Many of the particles still carry adherent glass , an Compos ite fabrics of six ash bands are presented
excellent cr iterion of the direct pyroclastic orig in of in Figure 12. Most of the bands examined are so

fine grained (mean crystal diameters of the order 1.0
mm are not uncommon) that the conventional uni-

* The abrupt decrease in crystal size at 12(X) to 1300 versa l stage and microscope were needed to measure
m occurs more or less coincidentally with an abrupt c-a x is orientations. No significant differences in
change In the oxygen Isotope ratios of the cores orientation between crystals in the band and those in
(Epstein et a!. 1970). This change corresponds in time the enclosing ice are evident in the section of core
with the end of the last glaciation. W.S.B. Paterson from the 788-rn depth. This particular band marks
(Personal communication, 1975) has suggested that the first appearance of volcanic ash in cores at Byrd
the small size of crystals between 1200 and 1800 m Station . Crystal axes in the next band (910 m), how-
may also reflect depositlonal conditions during the ever, tend to be more tightly clustered about the
lost glaciation when surface temperatures were much vertical than those in the surrounding ice. This dif-
colder than at present. ference in fabric was the first indication that the
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Figure 11. Representative example of a clcudy hand (volcanic du st) as it appears
fr) in the core and ~b) in thin section. Depth 1415 m. Note that band-ice crystals
are very much smaller than crystals in the unbanded ice.

0

Figure 12. ComposIte c-axis fabrics of six cloudy bands and enclosing ice. Crystal relationships are as depicted
in the thin section photograph in Figure 11. C-axes of bond-ice crystals ore plotted as solid circles; open circles
denote crystals In the enclosing ice.
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Figure 12 (cont’d).

plasticity of ice in cloudy bands may differ appreciab ly crystals are invariably centered about the pole to the
from that of the enclosing ice. Crystals in three suc- plane of impl ied shear. Rigsby (1958) has suggested
cessively lower bands, all from the zone of single-maxi- that fine-ice textures in the more active parts of
mum fabrics, also display a tight clustering of c-axes glaciers may be due to ac:ual granulation of coarser
about the vertical. The fabrics of both types of ice grained ice. Such “granulated” ice is invariably asso-
are compatible with strong horizontal shearing, and ciated with foliation , which , Rigsby concludes ,
the ultrafine , fragmented appearance of crystals in the particularly in the case of the Malasp ina Glacier , is
ash-bearing bands certainly suggests that such bands caused by shearing along closely spaced planes in the
of very fine-grained ice may also constitute zones of ice. The bands of fine-grained ice at Byrd Station also
actual shear displacement In the ice sheet. resemble the “ shear zones ” that Shumsky (1958) ob-

Kamb (1959) has inferred a similar origin for fine- served forming in ice subjected to sustained shearing
ice layers in the Blue Glacier where the c-axes of the in laboratory tests.
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Several fine-grained bands were also observed in the If, as the evidence indicate s, there is displacement
coarse-grained ice from below 1800 m at Byrd Station. of ice along discrete shear planes at many different
A case in point is the sample from 2006 m (see Fig. levels in the ice sheet at Byrd Station, then current
12) where the enclo sing ice is composed of large crys- theories regarding the flow of large ice masses may
tals with divergent c-axis orientations. The band ice, need to be modif ied. Most theories assume isotropic
however, still retains a sharp single-maximum fabric, structure throughout the ice, which is clearly at van-
That fine-ice bands persist in highl y recrystallized ice ance wi th the highly anisotropic state of crystals in
further strengthens the likelihood that such bands are the ice sheet at Byrd Station. The assumption that
actively involved in concentrated shearing in the ice the bulk of the flow occurs by bottom sliding and/o r
sheet. Otherwise , we might have expected such bands rapid shearing of the basal ice will also need to be
of finc-grained ice to have undergone the same kind revised in li ght of the strong orientation anisotropy
of recrystallization that has so drastically affected the and evident shearing within the ice at Byrd Station.
enclosing ice. It is possible, however, that volcanic Any disturbance of the depth-age relationship of the
particles in banded ice have inhibited recrystalliza- ice by shearing, especially differential sliding along
tion (grain growth) by “ anchoring ” t he crystal bound- discrete shear planes , cou ld also distort englacial
aries. stra tigraph y such as stable isotope records that are

Gow and Williamson (1971) have reported that as used extens ively for probing the climatic history of
many as 2000 individual cloudy bands were preserved ice sheets.
in the Byrd cores , mostly in the zone 1200 to 1800 m.
Petrographic investig ations were limited to just a small Internal reflections
representative group of bands, but of the 20 or so Radio-echo sounding has revealed the existence
bands examined , all were found to contain volcanic of extensive layering (internal reflections) within the
debris of direct pyroclastic origin. Examinations of Antarctic Ice Sheet, including the area in the imme-
unbanded ice showed that such ice contained very diate vicinity of Byrd Station. The exact nature of
little or no debris. This restriction of volcanic dust to these internal reflections is still being pondered.
fine-ice bands could be significant rheologically, since Robin et al. (1969) and Harrison (1973) suggested
most of the bands occur in the zone of sin gle-maxi- that such echoes could result from varia tions in either
mum fabrics where horizontal shearing has apparently the density, dirt content or crystal fabric of the ice.
become a dominant factor in the deformation of the Internal reflections were observed to a depLh of at
ice, least 1350 m in the original records obtained at Byrd
The plasticity of ice may be increased by the in- Station in January 1968 (Robin et al. 1970).* A

corporation of fine.grained debris. Butkovich and particularly strong echo at about 1250 m appears to
Landauer (1959) and Swinzow (1962) reported that correlate with a layer of volcanic ash ; the same re-
sli ghtly dirty ice in the TUTO tunnels in Greenland flection can be correlated equally well with the es-
deforms more readi ly than clean ice. Th.s appears to tablishment of a strong vertical c-axis fabric at this
be especially true of those sil t bands in which grain- dept h. However , density variations at this depth
to-grain contacts are minim ized . Measurements by seem much too small to account for this reflection,
J . Abel iresults reported in Swinzow (1962)J also show Harrison (1973) tends to favor crystal anisotropy
that some silt bands in the TUTO tunnels coincide as the most likely cause of internal reflections,
with surfaces of concentrated differential movement, thoug h he also suggests that the denser ash layers
Laboratory investigations appear to have been r’. may be responsible for some reflections. Paren and
str icted to observations of the creep characteri stics
of sand-ice systems (Hooke et al . 1972, Goughnour
and Anders land 1968). Hooke et a) . (1972) found * Records obtained in Janin,y 1975 wIth Improved
that creep rates in ice with low sand concentrations equipment show more numerous and deeper echoes
were in some cases higher, and in other cases lower , than were obses’wd In the orIginal records, These
than in clean ice . This aspect of ice rheology clearly later records are now being investigated for possible
merits further detailed study , but it appears from correlation of internal layering with volcanic ash and
field observations that small amounts of dust -sized dust band distribution and crystal fabric variations
particles in glacier ice may enhance its deformation. In the Ice cores.
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Robin (1975) do not believe , on the basis of the ob- possible to measure c-ax is fabrics in this ice. Ev idence
served echo strengths , that isolated layers of dirt or based on ice-dh- t strat igrap hy, t he stable isotop e
dust arc capable of producing internal reflections, but composition of the ice and its entrapped-air content
suggest instead that they are due to systematic fluctua- (Gow and Williamson 1975), indicates that this bot-
t ions of density, crysta l anisotnopy or loss tangen t . torn ice originated by the freezing-on of meltwater
However , the Byrd Station ice cores contain large at the bed and that the morainal debris , rang ing in
numbers of closely spaced dust bands (25 or more size from clay particles to cobbles, was incorpora ted
per meter in some core sections) that , act ing t ogether , at the same t ime. The mechanics of such a process
might give rise to a detectable reflection. The fact have been fully elaborated by Weertman (1961).
that the crystalline texture and fabric of these bands Water was observed entering the drill hole soon afte r
is compatible with zones or surfaces of shearing might the ice/rock interface was penetrated , indicating that
be furt her reason to suspect closely grouped bands botto m melting rather than freezing is currently
as potential sources of internal reflections, occurring in the immediate vicinity of the drill hole

at Byrd Station. Some basal sliding could be expected
Recrysta llization in the bottom 350 m to occur under these conditions.

The rapid transformation to coarse-grained ice with Sonic logging of the drill hole at Byrd Station
multiple-maximum fabrics below 1810 m constitutes (Bentley 1972) also confirms the existence of a strong
a major change of structure that we attribute more vertica l alignment of crystallographic c-axes in the
to the overriding effects of age and rapidly increasing lower half of the ice sheet. Bentley (1971), using
temperature than to any drastic decrease in stress be- seismic records, has also demonstrated the existence

•~~ low 1810 m. Temperature increases from —1 5°C at of highly anisotropic crystal structure throug hout
1810 m to —1 .7°C (pressure melting value) at 2164 m, much of the west Antarctic Ice Sheet. Such crystal
which is equivalent to an average temperature gradient anisotropy, which appears to be related to the large-
of nearly 0.04°C/rn. The age of the ice as estimated sc-ale flow patterns in the ice sheet, could involve as
by Epstein et al. (1970), increases from 30,000 years much as 90% of the ice column in some parts of
to nearly 100,000 years in the same interval. Thus, west Antarctica. Oriented crystal structure at Byrd
the ice in the bottom 350 m at Byrd Station is both Station exists to within 400 m of the surface of the
the oldest and the warmest , and recrystallization under ice sheet and thus represents about 80% of the ice
these conditions would favor the growth of large crys- column in the immediate vicinity of the drill hole.
tals.

Recent examination of some of the deeper ice cores
from below 1800 m has disclosed the existence of a CONCLUSIONS
finc-grained “mosaic” texture etched onto the surfaces
of cores. This surface texture is due either to thermal Single crystals of ice respond readily to shear by
etching or to the sustained etching action of drill-hole gliding on the basal plane (0001). Where ice crystals
fluids that tend to persist in a film on the exposed are restrained at grain boundaries , basal glid ing is
surfaces of cores. The mean size of the “mosaic” facilitated by bending or buckling of glide planes. It
grains is generally an order of magnitude smaller than is mainly for these reasons that the basal planes of
the crystals observed optically in thin sections of the crystals in the more actively deformed parts of glaciers
same cores. Since the “mosaic” grain size is compara- tend to become oriented within the plane of maximu m
ble with crystal dimensions observed in the zone of resolved shear. Shear planes inferred from the glacier
fine-grained ice at 1200-1800 m, this might suggest fabric can be correlated commonly with planar struc-
that the “mosaic ” texture in cores of’ etched coarse- tures called foliation. However, fabrics with c-axes
crystal ice below 1800 m isa relic of the texture that j 0001 I clustered in a single maximum about the pole
existed prior to recry stallization Very similar surface to the foliation are comnmnly supplanted by multiple-
“mosaic” textures have also been observed in etchings maximum patterns in which the c-axes are clustered
of very coarse-grained ice in cores from the edge of the into several discrete maxima about the pole to the
Greenland ice sheet (Colbeck and Gow 1974). shear plane. Multiple-maximum fabrics occur in polar

Cores from the bottom 5 m of ice at Byrd Station as well as temperate glaciers, but just why multiple-
contain so much morainal debris that it was not maximum fabrics should form under conditions that
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would appear to favor single-pole fabrics is not fully rapid shearing, whereas multiple-maximum fabrics
understood. Neither temperature nor stress appears arc almost always associated with coarse-grained ice.
to exert any exclusive control on the formation of At Byrd Station rapidly increasing temperature and
multiple-maximum fabrics in glac.er ice. age are both apparently involved in the transforma-

Evidence suggests that single.maximum labrics tion (recrystallization) from a single-maximum to a
are restricted to the more intensely sheared parts of multiple-maximum fabric.
glac iers, temperate and polar. Such fabrics are con- A transitional fabric may be represented in
sistent with a process of rapid mechanical plastic coarse-grained ice that interdigitates with fine-grained
deformation dominated by glide on the basal planes ice between 1670 and 1810 m. The fabric of coarse-
of the ice crystals. This view is supported by the crystal ice is definitely of multiple-maximum type,
observed strong relationship of the fabric (glide plane but it still retains the strong central maximum,
orientation) to the plane of measured or inferred reminiscent of the single-maximum fabric of the fine-
shear, The generally fine-grained state and the grained ice that irtcloses the zones of coarse-grained
optically-strained nature of crystals in ice exhibiting ice.
single-maximum fabrics are also compatible with The flow of ice sheets is generally attributed to a
strong shearing, combination of bottom sliding and shearing con-

Sing le-maximum fabrics in cold polar ice such as centrated in the basal layers of ice. Some slipping of
that found at Byrd Station tend to consist of tightly ice along the bedrock seems likely at Byrd Station
clustered axes (c-axis densities of 30% per 1% area since liquid water is known to exist at the ice/rock
not uncommon in this kind of ice), whereas in tern- interface. However , the textures and fabrics of the
perate glaciers the c-axis concentrations rarely ex- ice cores indicate that both plastic deformation
ceed 10% per 1% area. This broader spread of axes (intracrystalline gliding) and movement of ice along
in temperate ice might be related to greater molecular horizontal shear planes well above the bed are also
mobility, which should be at a maximum in temperate major contributors to the flow of the west Antarctic
glaciers where temp eratures are either at the mel ting Ice Sheet at Byrd Station. Any significant displace-
point or close to it. This view is consistent with ment of ice within the zone of shear (1200 to 1800
Kamb’s (1959) inference that layers of fine-grained m) at Byrd Station could disturb the depth-age re-
ice with single-maximum fabrics in temperate glaciers lationships sufficiently to distort stratigraphic records
generally coincide with zones undergoing rapid me- contained in the ice cores, such as climatic history
chanical plastic flow; adjacent layers of coarse-grained based on stable isotope analyses. Also, the current
ice, featuring multiple-maximum fabrics, are believed practice of approximating the ages of cores on the
to originate by recrystallization of fine-grained ice basis of simplified flow models tends to ignore the
not now deforming by rapid plastic flow, orientation anisotropy in the ice. If the situation

The multiple-maximum patterns observed in ice, at Byrd Station is at all representative of thick ice
both above and below the zone of single-maximum sheets, then the need for similar petrographic studies
fabrics at Byrd Station, demonstrate that a single- of all deep glacier ice cores cannot be overemphasized.
pole fabric can either derive from, or be transformed
into a multiple-maximum fabric. The multiple-maxi-
mum pattern in ice above the zone of single-pole fabrics LITERATURE CITED
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